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prices of the grains and other articles offered to him are Rs. 22-12-3
per month* This means that with the existing level of cask
earnings he can buy back only 60% and 45% of the total articles
offered to him in Giridih and Bokaro respectively.
PaiVATELY-OwKEB COLLIERIES
The vast majority of the collieries of Behar are private con-
cerns owned both by Europeans and Indians. JThey are mostly
concentrated ia the Jharia belt. The European companies own
most of the bigger first-class collieries and are responsible for
{ about 80% of the total coal mined. This gives them a decisive
weightage in the coal production of Bihar. The condition of the
workers in these privately-owned mines, European and Indian.
as revealed by our own sample surveys in the coal-fields, may
be summed up in the following sections.
CONDITION BEFORE   THE  DHANBAD   CONFERENCE
(DECEMBER 1943}
1.   Basic Wage
Underground
Miner                  ..           ..    As.   6 to As.   8 per day
Loader                ..           ..    As.   6 to As.   8 per day
Trollyman            ..           ..    As.   8                 per day
Surface
Loader                ..           ..    As.   6 to As.    7 per day
Female cooly         ..         ,.   As*   4 to As.   5 per day
Khalasi               ..           ..    As. 10                 per day
On the basis of ?0 days' working period, the earning of vast
sections of coal workers came to Rs. 7-8 or Rs. 10 per month.
Making a 5% allowance for the deductions made by the Con-
tractors etc., the actual monthly basic wage of a miner stood
at Rs. 7-2 or Rs. 9-8.
2.   Dearness Allowance
Before the Dhanbad Conference .Dearness Allowance wag
giroa at a flat rate of 22J% increase over the daily basic wage.
Calculated cm the basis of the prevailing wage-level, it amounted